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during the 1975 76 academic year jacques derrida delivered a seminar la vie la mort life death at the
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École normale supérieure in paris based on archival translations of this untapped but soon to be

published seminar the reproduction of life death offers an unprecedented study of derrida s engagement

with molecular biology and genetics particularly the work of the biologist françois jacob structured as

an itinerary of three rings each departing from and coming back to nietzsche derrida s seminar ties

jacob s logocentric account of reproduction to the reproductive program of teaching that characterizes

the academic institution challenging this mode of teaching as auto reproduction along with the concept

of academic freedom on which it is based mccance also brings derrida s critique of jacob s theory of

auto reproduction together with his reading of reproductivity the tendency to repeat reproduce that is

theorized and enacted in freud s beyond the pleasure principle the book further shows how derrida s

account of life death relates to his writings on autobiography and the signature and to such later

concerns as the question of the animal mccance brings extensive archival research together with a deep

knowledge of derrida s work a background in genetics to offer a fascinating new account of an

encounter between philosophy and the hard sciences that will be of interest to theorists in a wide range

of disciplines concerned with the question of life

due to the impact of capitalism abrupt global changes are emerging in human life irrespective of age

race gender or social ranks everyone is under spell of temptation and rivalry to proceed ahead for

hoarding maximum in minimum time through fair or foul sources as a result the new generation is at

stake because parents avoid taking the serious psychological responsibility of providing love security

respect belongingness and appreciation for developing an integrated personality as a citizen people are

enchanted under temptation and competition so religious rule as well as moral ethical values and

mannerism are at stake this trend has gained global momentum so the underdeveloped countries are

equally affected and their lifestyles political social and religious authorities are at the mercy of this

trend job markets and local politics are indirectly under the grip of the super powers who have

hampered  peace  and  triggered  psychological  sufferings  in  fact  there  is  a  precise  social  moral

derailment and variant complicated mental health problems are triggering so it is an alarming dilemma

for human beings

life on earth is currently approaching what has been called the sixth mass extinction also known as the

holocene or anthropocene extinction unlike the previous five this extinction is due to the destructive

practices of a single species our own up to 50 of plant and animal species face extinction by the year
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2100 as well as 90 of the world s languages biocultural diversity is a recent appellation for thinking

together the earth s biological cultural and linguistic diversity the related causes of their extinctions

and the related steps that need to be taken to ensure their sustainability this book turns to the work of

jacques derrida to propose a notion of general ecology as a way to respond to this loss to think the

ethics ontology and epistemology at stake in biocultural sustainability and the life and death we

differentially  share  on  earth  with  its  others  it  articulates  an  appreciation  of  the  ecological  and

biocultural stakes of deconstruction and provokes new ways of thinking about a more just sharing of

the earth

a private investigator with a haunting past bill edgar s life was never destined to be ordinary rising to

international fame as the coffin confessor the man who crashes funerals on behalf of the deceased

giving voice to their last wishes bill dismantled many of the assumptions we hold about truth dignity

and the business of dying swindlers cheaters vultures liars and con artists there isn t a musty corner of

the human soul bill hasn t confronted loved and loathed in equal measure his only concern is being the

caretaker of the secrets and desires his clients have entrusted to him shame and outrage healing and

comfort are left up to those left behind but it s a request from one woman to hand deliver a bottle of

wine to her husband on the anniversary of her death that raises deeper questions what do we make out

of the handful of days we re given if hate and injustice are so hard to bury why does love have a knack

for  triumphing  are  the  most  profound  acts  in  life  sometimes  the  most  quiet  ones  the  afterlife

confessional follows bill s journey for answers as he looks through the dizzying kaleidoscope of his

clients lives the widower who escaped an aged care trap to take her husband s ashes on the road trip of

a lifetime the man who spent his life paying it forward to try to make up for one shameful act the

closet dominatrix who quietly confronts her husband s infidelity by comforting those truly in need the

devoted  couple  who insist  on  going hand in  hand into  the  afterlife  heartbreaking and hilarious

outrageous and wise the afterlife confessional is bill edgar s fascinating account of the things he s

witnessed and learned as the coffin confessor the bizarre and beautiful ways we live and love the

finality of death and the power of legacy and how letting go can sometimes be the first step to living

on

these five chapters originally delivered as the laidlaw lectures at knox college toronto september 1959

examine some of the forms that this pessimism about life and optimism about god took during the
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second and third centuries
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reading experience to be

pleasant and free of formatting
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little something new to
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cherish our community of

readers. Connect with us on
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